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Dear friends, 

This time of year, there is a heavy emphasis on food.  Between munching on Halloween candy, 

enjoying Thanksgiving dinner, snacking at holiday parties, or sitting down to a nice Christmas 

dinner, food features prominently in our culture in the autumn and early winter. 

I’m not a dietician or nutritionist, so I’m not going to tell you what you should and shouldn’t 

be eating.  As a priest, though, I’d like to discuss the spiritual side of eating.  

It is a not a coincidence that Jesus spent his 

last hours with his disciples over a meal.  It 

is not a coincidence that he used an image of 

bread and wine to describe how his 

followers would be nourished when they 

remembered him.  And it’s not a 

coincidence that the Kingdom of God is 

described as a banquet for faithful people 

of all nations. 

There is a sacredness to the act of eating 

that is more than physical nourishment.  Eating with others offers a spiritual connection; 

eating alone can be a sacred moment with God; and any act of eating, whether alone or with 

others, can feed your soul. 

So this holiday season, whether you’re chowing down on Reese’s cups or digging into turkey, 

take a moment to say thanks for two things: the food (and all who brought it to you), and the 

people you share the food with, whether it’s your family, friends, or simply God. 

 

With love,   

In this issue: 

Upcoming Events      – 3 

Christmas Schedule –  7 

Recent Happenings – 9 

Vestry Highlights – 12 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Bishop’s Annual Visit 
 Sunday, November 4 

All Saints’ Sunday 
 

Bishop Singh will join us for All Saints’ Sunday at St. John’s. In 
addition to celebrating with us, Bishop Singh will also welcome 
into the church several folks who have been working hard in our 
Seekers’ Class. Join us for this joyful occasion! 
 

 

Churchyard Cleanup 
 

Saturday, November 17 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

Twice a year, we give the property of St. John’s a 
good cleaning. This fall, we’ll do some yard work 
outside as we prepare for the Coat Giveaway later 
in the day. Come when you can on the 17th for a 
good fall cleaning!  

 

 

St. John’s 8th Annual Coat Giveaway 
 

Saturday, November 17 
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 

 

We are now collecting gently used coats, gloves, hats, and 
scarves for our annual giveaway.  You can drop clothes off 

in the bin on the porch, or call the church office to schedule 
a drop-off at (315) 462-6611.  We will be accepting items 

until Thursday, November 15. 
 

During the giveaway, we will be serving a light lunch of soup, 
chili, and bread.  You can sign up at the back of the church to 

help or bring soup, or just come for lunch and fellowship! 
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Instructed Eucharist 
Sunday, November 18 at 10:00 A.M. 
  

Episcopal worship is full of symbols and rituals, and we don’t 
often talk about the meaning behind our actions. Join us for an 
Instructed Eucharist, when Rev. Andrew will pause throughout 
the service to explain why we do certain actions during worship.  

 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

Sunday, November 18 at 4:00 P.M. 
Spa Apartment Chapel 

  

Due to the success of our ecumenical summer worship, the 
area clergy are leading an interdenominational Thanksgiving 
service. Come and worship with us at the Spa Apartments as 

we practice giving thanks. 

 
Episcopal Church Women Gathering 
Monday, November 19, 12:00 – 1:30 P.M.  

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) is a community of women at St. 
John’s based around service and community. In recent years, ECW 
has gathered twice a year, but several people expressed interest 
in meeting more often. Under the leadership of Anne Lewis, the 
group gathered in October and decided to meet regularly once a 
month. If you’d like to join, you can talk to Anne or simply come to 
our next meeting! 

 
Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Monday, November 19 at 4:30 P.M. 
Sunday, December 9 at 11:45 A.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would like to 
bring before the vestry, please contact Steve Lindner or Rev. Andrew. 
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Agape Community Dinners 

Wednesday, November 28  
Wednesday, December 16 

6:00 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

The Agape meals continue to feed our 
communities. In September, guests enjoyed tacos 
with all the fixings, and October saw Spooky Joes 
served with salad, applesauce, and pies for 
dessert. 

Due to several requests (and offers to help), we will continue to serve Agape dinners in 
November and December. Please note that the December meal will be the third 
Wednesday of the month instead of the last. As it happens, Warfield’s will be catering that 
meal for us! 
 
 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday, November 18 – Why does worship look the way it does? 
Sunday, December 16 – The Christmas Story 
 

Sunday School is open to students between age 3 and 
5th grade. The class meets on the third Sunday of each 
month, and since we studied stories from the Old 
Testament last year, this year we’ll be learning stories 
from the New Testament! Please contact Anne Lewis at 
(315) 462-6611 with any questions. 

 
Morning Prayer 
Sunday, December 23 at 10:00 A.M. 
  

Morning Prayer is a worship service that originated in 
monastic circles, when monks or nuns would schedule 
their day around prayer. The Episcopal version of 
Morning Prayer looks a lot like the first half of our 
Eucharist worship — it includes words of gathering, Bible 
readings, a creed, and prayers.  
 

One notable trait of Morning Prayer is that it can be led by 
anyone, lay or ordained. The service is often performed in 
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community, but it can also be said in private. As it appears in the Prayer Book, Morning 
Prayer does not include Eucharist, though it can be used as a substitute for the first half of 
our Eucharist service. 
 

At St. John’s, we have traditionally used Morning Prayer for our worship when a priest is 
unavailable. The service was led by a lay leader as the primary worship for the week.  
Starting in December, though, we’ll use Morning Prayer once a quarter (every three 
months) in place of the Eucharist. We’ll do this as a way to learn about our Book of 
Common Prayer, and to enable and encourage lay leaders to participate and lead the 
service. In December and March, Rev. Andrew will lead the service, and once we are more 
familiar with the worship, lay leaders will be encouraged to try officiating at the service. 
 
 

College for Congregational Development 
Various dates in 2019 
  

The College for Congregational Development equips lay leaders and clergy with tools to 
help their churches grow into more healthy, faithful, and effective communities of faith.  
The College runs for one full week in the summer, but this year, the Diocese of Rochester 
has added a second College that runs on four weekends throughout the year. 
 
To learn more about the College, talk to one of our three graduates: Anne Lewis, Rick Ross, 
or Rev. Andrew. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  

Weekend Dates for 2019 

February 22-23 
April 26-27 

October 11-12 
November 15-16 

College runs from Friday at 6 PM 
to Saturday at 6 PM 

 
 

Summer Intensive Dates for 2019 
Sunday, July 21 

 to  
Saturday, July 27 
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Advent and Christmas at St. John’s 
The holidays are quickly approaching!  Here are some of the Advent and Christmas 

events and activities that St. John’s will be offering this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Christmas Worship Services 
 

Blue Christmas 
A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

Wednesday, December 12 at 7:00 PM (Tentative) 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

 

The holiday season is a time when we spend a lot of time with 
family and friends. In the midst of the activity and gatherings, 
we feel more sharply the absence of loved ones who have died 
or who are distant from us. 
 

The Blue Christmas Service offers a quiet space in the midst 
of the celebration and busy-ness to remember and mourn the 
absence of loved ones in the holiday season. This ecumenical 
service will be led by the local clergy. 

 

Cookie Exchange and Church Greening 
Sunday, December 23  

11:00 AM 
 

Please bring a dozen Christmas cookies to worship, if you’re 
able. During Coffee Hour, we’ll enjoy them as we decorate the 
sanctuary. 
 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24 

7:00 PM 
 

Celebrate the birth of our Savior in a joyful service of music 

and light. 
 

Christmas Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, December 30 

 

Christmas lasts twelve days, and so we celebrate the first 
Sunday in the Christmas season with readings from the Bible 
and Christmas carols. 

 
The Christmas Giving Tree 

 

Our Giving Tree will be displayed at 
church on Sunday, November 25.  You 
are invited to take a tag and shop for 
families in need. Please bring gifts to 
church by Sunday, December 9.   
 

If you do not enjoy shopping, you can 
also donate financially to help Mayor Bill 
Hunter purchase food for families in 
need. 
 

Please contact Rick Ross 

with any questions. 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 16 

2:00 PM 
Spa Apartments Chapel 

 

Back by popular demand, Arsen 
Jamkotchian and Becca Galick will offer 
a Christmas concert at the Spa 
Apartments! Come to hear these 
remarkable musicians, to get in the 
Christmas spirit, and to sing along to 
some of your favorite carols! This event 
is open to the public, and a free-will 
offering be collected for the ministries of 
St. John’s. 
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Christmas Flowers Order Form 
 

If you would like to order poinsettia flowers for the Christmas service at St. John’s, please fill 
out this form. You can return the form with payment either by dropping it in the collection 

plate at church, or by mailing it in to the church office. 
St. John’s Church 

P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

 

The recommended donation for flowers is $10-24. Please make checks payable to “St. John’s 
Church,” and write “Christmas flowers” on the memo line.  Order forms are due Sunday, 

December 2. 
 

I prefer my plants to have (mark one or more):  

____  red flowers 

____  pink flowers 

 
I would like to donate a plant...  
 

      in loving memory of ___________________________________________________________________________ 
     
      in thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
From  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Cash Amount _____________     Check Amount and Number __________________ 

Festival of Lights 
Friday, December 7 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Downtown Clifton Springs 
 

Join us for the annual Clifton Springs 
festival! We’ll be giving away salt potatoes 
again this year to raise money for Family 
Promise of Ontario County. Please contact 
Rev. Andrew if you’d like to help or if you 
have any questions. 

Evening Prayer 
Tuesdays in Advent 
6:30 to 7:00 P.M. 

 

Enjoy a brief service of Evening Prayer every 
Wednesday in Advent (December 4, 11, 18).  
This quiet prayer service offers a chance to 
center ourselves after the work day and 
practice Advent anticipation as we wait for the 
birth of Jesus. 
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

Marriage of Danielle Dennie and Darcy Miller 
 

On October 6, Danielle Dennie and Darcy Miller were joined 
together in marriage at St. John’s Episcopal Church. It was a 
joyful occasion, with their children Rachel, Cole, and Raina 
helping with the service. Thank you to all who prepared the 
reception for the couple afterwards! 

 
CHILI and Biscuit 

 

October 17, 2018 
 

 

 
Looking at our numbers, we saw a drop in profits compared with previous years. 
However, the planning and cooking crew did learn a lot from trying a new meal. For our 
spring fundraiser, the C&B planning team is considering going back to serving Chicken and 
Biscuit (which seems to be a more popular meal), equipped with some of our newly 
acquired knowledge. 
 
 

Diocesan Convention 

Every year in the fall, the Diocese of Rochester holds Diocesan Convention.  This is a day-
long meeting to go over business of the diocese, elect leadership, examine the diocesan 
budget, hear from the bishop, receive reports of various ministries, and worship God. On 
October 27, Ellie Brown, Bonnie Dixon, Anne Lewis, and Rev. Andrew attended the 
Convention as delegates of St. John’s. Here are some highlights of the day: 

Chili and Biscuit by the 
Numbers 

 

Thanks to everyone who helped 
with our first Chili and Biscuit 
Luncheon! 
 

Beef cooked: 101 pounds 
Pies and cakes baked: 54 
Dinners delivered: 164 
Dining room dinners served:  59 
Total meals served: 223 
Total estimated profit: $255 Enjoying a quiet moment after the craziness of C&B 
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Location: The Convention was held at the Islamic Center of Rochester as a show of 
interfaith cooperation and community. 

Bishop’s Address: Bishop Prince Singh gave a type of “State of the Diocese” address. 
Attendance and giving has increased in 2017, which is a rarity among Protestant 
churches today. The diocese continues to focus on becoming “beloved community,” 
encouraging cooperation and honest dialogue among all people, regardless of political 
views, racial divides, differences in sexuality, and varying faith beliefs. 

Youth: Several young people (children, teenagers, and young 
adults) spoke publicly about what faith means to them. 

Deaf and Hard-of-hearing Mission: The diocese has hired a 
missioner for the deaf and hard-of-hearing communities. The 
missioner is an Episcopal priest who focuses his time at RIT 
and the National Technical Institute for the Deaf (NTID).  

Worship: Bishop Mark Lattime of the Diocese of Alaska and 
Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe of Central New York celebrated 
the Eucharist with Bishop Prince Singh to close out the day. 

 
 
 

Clifton Springs Spooktacular 
On October 26, St. John’s hosted spooky activities activities for the 
children of Clifton Springs! Kids could try their luck (and 
coordination) at the Ring Toss or Beanbag Toss to win candy and 
prizes. Thanks to Johnny Mallery, Gary Miles, Anne Lewis, and 
Jenna and Rachel from our Girl Scout Troop for helping out.  

 

 
 

Now’s a great time to come to 

Second Seasons 
Consignment Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 

 1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 
315-462-3293 

 

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sat. 10 a.m. to Noon 

Closed Sunday and Monday 
 

We are accepting fall and winter merchandise 
All non-clothing items must be Christmas- or holiday-themed 

Bishop Mark Lattime of Alaska 
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Parish Prayer List 
 
Please keep in your prayers: 
 

Fred and Verna Gifford; Joseph; Diane Estep; Jamie Stoops; Nancy Whalen; Jim French; 

Joyce Lese; Jeanine; Claire Green; Vaughn Gray; the Goodberlet and Kraft families; 

Brandon Karge; Gary Miles; Johnnie Mallery; Thomas Kowalski; Elaine Lomber; 

Tory Fortune; Mailanda Mallery; Ada Iredale; Frank Trick; Hannelara Reinhardt;  

Duane and Jennifer; Betty Mussack; Marti Runnels;  

Felicia Amoria; Ron Gifford; Jackie; Ernie Day 

 
Please let us know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for. Also let us know if someone 

on this list no longer needs prayers. 

We mourn 
the death of 

 

Bob Phillips 
Died September 18, 2018 

 

Son of Bea Phillips and brother of Pam and Sue Phillips 
 

Rest eternal grant to Bob, Lord, and let light perpetual shine upon him. 
May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, rest in peace. Amen. 
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Here are some of the goings-on from the Vestry meetings 
in September and October: 
 Bill Lindner formally resigned from Vestry, now 
that he and Linda have moved away. To replace Bill, the 
Vestry appointed Diane Estep, who has been serving as 
one of the co-treasurers of St. John’s. At our Annual 
Meeting in January 2019, all attendees of St. John’s will 

have the chance to vote for Diane to continue her term 

 St. John’s receives a Congregational Development Grant annually from 
the Diocese of Rochester to help us afford a full-time priest. For 2019, we 
requested a grant for $24,000 (in line with financial projections from the 
diocese); the Grant Committee awarded us $20,000 

 St. John’s adopted a Sexual Harassment policy, in accordance with a new 
New York law that requires all employers to have a policy in place. Please talk 
to Anne Lewis or Rev. Andrew for more information 

 The chair lift has been malfunctioning recently, so Steve Lindner is 
looking into a replacement chair 

 

Your Vestry 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Diane Estep (Vestry, Co-treasurer) 
Bonnie Hayes (Vestry 
Sylvia Hughson (Vestry) 

Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 
Bill Lindner (Vestry, Treasurer) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Question Corner 
 

What does ‘Advent’ mean? Why is everything purple during Advent? 
 

The word ‘Advent’ literally means ‘arrival.’ During the season of 
Advent, we prepare for the arrival of Jesus on earth, born as the Son 

of God in a humble setting. 
We use purple hangings during Advent for two reasons. First, purple 

is a color of penitence, and we go through self-searching and 
discernment to help prepare ourselves for Jesus’ arrival. Second, 

purple is the color of royalty, so our hangings remind us that we are 
awaiting the arrival of our king. 

Vestry 

Highlights 
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