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The Newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church 

November – December 2016 
St. John’s Episcopal Church • 32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622 • Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

(315) 462-6611  •  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  •  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 
 
 

Dear friends, 

As we move through our Gratitude Campaign in October and November, I’d like to make sure to 

share what I’m grateful for.  On November 22nd, I’ll celebrate the one-year anniversary of being 

your priest.  Over the past year, I’ve been grateful for all of you and your… 

…willingness to try new experiments with worship 

and music 

…patience as I learn and make mistakes 

…openness in sharing your own stories, joys, 

thanksgivings, hurts, and precious moments with me 

…dedication to outreach and serving the community 

…joy in worship and prayer 

…feedback as we move forward 

At this milestone, you are invited to think about two 

questions: What over the past year am I excited about and want to celebrate?  And what do I look 

forward to in the next year?  We’ll share our responses at the Annual Meeting in late January, and 

your answers will help us determine our path forward. 

I’m looking forward to celebrating the Advent and Christmas seasons with you!  

 

Peace and blessings, 

Andrew+  

In this issue: 

Upcoming Events      – 3 
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Recent Happenings – 6 
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Upcoming Events 
 

St. John’s 6th Annual Coat Giveaway 
 

Saturday, November 19th 
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 

 

We are now collecting gently used coats, gloves, hats, 
and scarves for our annual giveaway.  You can drop 

clothes off in the bin on the porch, or call the church 
office to schedule a drop-off at (315) 462-6611.  We will 

be accepting items until November 16th. 
 

During the giveaway, we will be serving a light lunch of 
soup, chili, and bread.  Feel free to join us to help 

organize, or just come for lunch and fellowship! 

 

St. John’s Cookbooks 

Our Parish Cookbook Committee has been hard at work gathering and looking at recipes! 
All we need now are a few recipes for beverages and sandwiches. Please send these in 
by November 6th to Anne at stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com. We hope to have the 
cookbooks ready for sale by the beginning of December so that you can buy a few and 
give them to friends as stocking stuffers! 

 

Church School 
Our upcoming classes are: 
Sunday, November 20th 
Sunday, December 18th  
 

Please see Ms. Anne Lewis for more information 

 

Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wednesday, November 16th at 4:30 P.M. 
Wednesday, December 21st at 4:30 P.M. 
 

All are welcome to come and sit in on meetings.  If you have an issue that you would like to 
bring before the vestry, please contact Martha Hart, Linda Lindner, or Andrew VanBuren. 
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Christmas at St. John’s 
The holidays are quickly approaching!  Here are some of the Christmas events and 

activities that St. John’s will be offering this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        hristmas Services 
 

Blue Christmas 
A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

Wednesday, December 14 
7:00 PM 

United Church of Phelps 
 

The holiday season is a time when we spend a lot of 
time with family and friends.  In the midst of the 
activity and relationships, we often notice those 
loved ones who are no longer with us, separated by 
death or by broken relationships. 
 

The Blue Christmas Service offers a quiet space, in 
the midst of the celebration and busy-ness, to 
remember and mourn the absence of loved ones in 
the holiday season. 
 

This ecumenical service will be led by the area 
clergy at the United Church of Phelps (58 Main St). 
 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24 

7:00 PM 
 

Celebrate the birth of Jesus in a festival of music 
and light. 
 

Christmas Day 
No Service 

 

Christmas Day falls on a Sunday this year, so there 
will be no regular Sunday service on December 25. 

Enjoy the time with family and friends. 

 
The Christmas Giving Tree 

 

Our Giving Tree will be displayed at 
church on Sunday, November 27.  You 
are invited to take a tag and shop for 
families in need.  Please bring gifts to 
church by Sunday, December 11.   
 

This practice is a part of fulfilling our 
Christian mission to help those in need, 
and a little effort goes a long way in 
helping children from our 
community to have a  
joyous Christmas. 
 

Please contact Chuck and 
Nancy Case with any  

questions. 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 11 

2:00 PM 
Spa Apartments Chapel 

 

Our very own Cara Johnson and her 
partner, Johnandrew Slominski, will hold 
a Christmas concert, cohosted by St. 
John’s and the Spa Apartments.  Come 
to hear these remarkable musicians, to 
get in the Christmas spirit, and to sing 
along to some of your favorite carols!  
This event is open to the public, and a 
free-will offering be collected for the St. 

John’s Music Fund.  
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Christmas Flowers Order Form 
 

If you would like to order poinsettia flowers for the Christmas service at St. John’s, please fill 
out the form below. You can return the form with payment either by dropping it in the 

collection plate at church, or by mailing it in to the church office. 
St. John’s Church 

P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

 
The recommended donation for flowers is $10-24. Please make checks payable to “St. John’s 
Church,” and write “Christmas flowers” on the memo line.  Order forms are due Sunday, 

December 4. 

 
I prefer my plants to be (mark one or more):  

____  red flowers 

____  pink flowers 

____  marbled flowers (pink and white) 

 
I would like to donate a plant...  
 

      in loving memory of ___________________________________________________________________________ 
     
      in thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
From  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

CASH ______     CHECK _______ 

Festival of Lights 
Friday, December 2 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Downtown Clifton Springs 
 

Join us for the annual Clifton Springs festival!  
We’ll be giving away salt potatoes again this 
year, and we can use some help! Please 
contact Rev. Andrew if you can help before 
or during the festival. 
 

The town is also seeking carolers for the 
event! Please contact Rev. Andrew or Anne if 

you are interested. 

Evening Prayer 
Tuesdays in Advent 
7:00 to 7:30 P.M. 

 

Join us for a brief service of Evening 
Prayer on Tuesday evenings in Advent 
(November 29, December 6, 13, 20).  
This quiet prayer offers a chance to 
center ourselves after the work day and 
look forward as we wait for the birth of 
Jesus. 
 

Following the service, we will have Bible 

Study from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. 
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Recent St. John’s Happenings 
 

Chicken and Biscuit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to all who helped cook, bake, 
clean, serve, wait, prepare, and wash 
for the meal on October 5th.  We could 
not do this without all of you! 
 
Here are some pictures from the 
preparations.  You can find more on 
the St. John’s website. 

Facts and Figures from Chicken 
and Biscuit 

 
Pounds of produce used: 194 
Pounds of chicken used: 160 
Biscuits cooked by volunteers: 400 
Lunches served: 456 (up from 412 in 

February) 
Total profits: $1,499.03 
People who left satisfied: All of them! 
 
 

Chefs hard at work 

The masterminds planning the day 

Pam Phillips, working her magic 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Johnnie’s Song Lesson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I’m Just a Nobody” 
 

One of the recurring themes that came out of the 
Mutual Ministry Review was a desire for newer 
and lively music.  Johnnie offered her musical 
talents to teach us “I’m Just a Nobody,” a gospel 
song by the Williams Brothers.  Her leadership 
livened up our worship service and got everyone 
singing along! 
 

If you have a song that you’d like to teach to the 
congregation, let Andrew know – we’d love to add 
more music in our repertoire! 

Happy faces and full stomachs! 
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“Make a Joyful Sound” Campaign 
 

Thank you for your joyful praise on September 11th, 
when we welcomed back our organ after a two-
month absence!  We are thrilled to have the 
instrument back and with all sorts of new bells and 
whistles.  

Please continue to make your organ donations as 
we make payments to Kerner and Merchant Organ 
Builders for their fine work.  We’ve now raised 
around $43,000 of our $50,000 goal. 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to this 
project.  The refurbishment and revitalization of the 
music program would not have been possible 
without your generosity. 

 

Gratitude Campaign Update 
 
Thank you to all of you who have returned your pledge cards.  As 
of November 1, we have received 11 pledges, and we are hoping 
for several more.  If you have not filled out a pledge card but 
would like to do so, you can find a copy on the next page.  Please 
fill it out and return it to the church office or drop it in the 
collection plate by November 13. 
 

Here’s how the numbers compare to previous years. 

 

 2015 2016 2017 (so far) 

Number of Pledges Turned in 22 26 11 

Amount Pledged  $ 38,110   $      47,090  $29,740 

Pledges that increased or stayed the same as 
previous year 

65% 96% 100% 

Percent of ministries with new volunteers 0% 57% N/A 

 
 

Thank you for supporting St. John’s and our ministries, through your gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure. 
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St. John’s 2017 Intention Card 
 

Please return by Sunday, November 13, 2016 by mail 
or by placing in the offering plate. 

 

Sharing Treasure 
  

In thanksgiving for God’s gifts, I intend to give $____________ each week/month/year (please circle) 
in 2017 to support God’s work in our Church and in the world. This intention is based on current 
circumstances. If my intentions change, I will notify the treasurer or the rector.   
 

Name(s) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ______________________________________    Email ______________________________________________  

Signature(s) ____________________________________________________________________   Date _____________________ 

       I give my permission for St. John’s to use photos of me and my dependents on church media, such 
as the church website, Facebook page, brochure, newsletter, and/or bulletin boards.   

Thank you for sharing whatever you are able to give. 
 
 

Sharing Time and Talent 
 

Sunday Worship Leaders – speaking parts 
____Chalice Bearer (reads second lesson, assists with 

Communion) 
____Lector (reads the first lesson) 
 
Sunday Worship Leaders – non-speaking parts 
____Acolyte (carries the cross, assists with service) 
____Altar Guild (set up/take down altar) 
____Choir (sing joyfully!) 
____Church School (teach or assist)  LEAD   ASSIST 
____Coffee Hour Host (after church) LEAD   ASSIST 
____Greeter (before church)   LEAD   ASSIST 
____Usher (during service)   LEAD   ASSIST 
 
Regular Opportunities other than Sundays 
____Bible Study   
____Building upkeep (small repairs, changing bulbs, 

straightening church pews, etc.)   
____Food Cupboard Assistance (1-2x per week) 
____Prayer Chain (confidential prayers) 
____Second Seasons Consignment Boutique (make 

donations, volunteer to work) 
____Transporting those in need (to church, events) 
____Vestry 
____Visit the sick or homebound 

Seasonal/Occasional Help 
____Brass crew (polish church brass)  
____Chicken and Biscuit Luncheon (March and 

October) 
____Christmas Giving Tree (buy gifts for needy) 
____Coat drive (donate, work on day of giveaway) 
____Diocesan Convention Delegate 
____Finance Committee (1-2 meetings per year) 
____Gardens/Grounds Beautification (weeding, 

watering, fall and spring clean-up) 
____Highway clean-up (spring and fall) 
____Office help (copies, stapling, mailings, etc.) 
____Pancake Supper (Shrove Tuesday) 
____Party in a Bag (help put bags together) 
____Provide meals (for freezer, sick, etc.) 
____Publicity (distribute posters, etc.) 
____Sunshine Committee (sends cards) 
 
What are your hobbies?  What do you like to do in 
your free time that is completely non-church-
related? (This is to help plan church social events) 
 

__________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings 
in September and October: 
 St. John’s received $1,000 in grant money for 
our Party-in-a-Bag and our Coat Giveaway ministries 
from the Diocese of Rochester. 
 The St. John’s cookbook is progressing, thanks 
to Anne Lewis and the Cookbook Committee.  We hope 

to have the cookbook for sale by the beginning of December 
 St. John’s created and adopted an official Alcohol Policy for groups using 
the space, based on the policy of St. John’s Canandaigua 
 Financially, both income and expenses are right on budget (though we 
are currently running a deficit budget) 
 Cathy Shoemaker, the Diocesan Auditor, completed her audit of St. 
John’s and presented her findings to the Vestry.  She was overwhelming 
positive, and she was impressed with Bill Lindner’s hard work as treasurer.  
She gave a few minor bookkeeping suggestions as we move forward. 

 

 

 

Stop down to 

 

Second Seasons 

Consignment Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 

  
1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 

315-462-3293 
 

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. to Noon 

Closed Sunday and Monday 

 

 
Come look at our huge selection of fall and winter decorations and 

clothes. All spring and summer clothing is 50% OFF! 
 

 

We are now accepting fall and winter clothing, including coats/jackets and holiday 
outfits for the whole family. Non-clothing items are accepted, but they must be 

only Thanksgiving- and Christmas-themed, and we’ll be taking them 
until December 15. 

Vestry 

Highlights 
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SERVICE ASSISTANT SCHEDULE: October 23 to November 27 

2016 

Oct 30 
Pent 24/Prop 26 

Nov 6 
Pent 25/Prop 27 

All Saint’s Day 

Nov 13 
Pent 26/Prop 28 

Nov 20 
Pent 27/Prop 29 
Christ the King 

Nov 27 
Advent 1 

Open Anne L. Bonnie D. Anne L. Anne L. Bonnie D. 

Chalice Anne L. Bonnie D. Rosemarie B. Linda L. Bonnie D. 

Lector Linda L. Anne L. Bonnie D. Rosemarie B. Carol R. 

Acolyte Nick D. Anne L. Ben B. Nick D. Anne L. 

Altar Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Counters Anne L. 
Gary M. 

Bonnie D. 
Steve L. 

Bonnie D. 
Anne L. 

Anne L. 
Steve L. 

Bonnie D. 
Gary M. 

Greeters 

  
Carol and 
Rick R. 

Joan G. 
Linda L. 

Steve L. 
Johnnie M. 

Chuck and 
Nancy C. 

Carol and 
Rick R. 

Ushers Bill L. 
Rick R. 

Gary M. 
Bob G. 

Bill L. 
Steve L. 

Chuck C. 
Gary M. 

Rick R. 
Steve L. 

Sunday 
School 

  None None None Anne L. 
Nancy K. 

None 

Coffee 
Hour 

Helen Crowley 
Joan Griswold 

 

Linda Lindner 
 Rachel Dennie 

Danielle Ocasio 
 

NOTE: If you are unable to serve when you are scheduled, please try to trade with someone and 
note the change on the Service Assistant Schedule in the Phelps Room. Also please notify the following… 

Chalice Bearer, Lector, Acolyte or Altar Guild • Bonnie Dixon (585) 943-5191 
Counters, Ushers or Greeters • Anne Lewis (315) 690-2390 

Prayer List 
 

Please keep in your prayers: 

Alexis; Ruth Adams; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford and foster babies Vydia and Michael; 

Gloria Bowers; Laura Caves; Christina; Bill Cobbett; Mary Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim 
French; Fred and Verna Gifford; John Griswold; Goodberlet family; Cat Hennessy; 

Connor Hicks; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Marie Sinclair; Valerie and Brian; Wendy; 

Bonnie Hayes; Cole; Darcy; Terri; Betty Mussack; Sandy Kelly; John Kellogg; Kathy 
Turner; Jackie Preston; Bob Griswold; Duane Fisher; Sylvia Hughson; Charlie; Jamie 

Stoops; Ed and Diana; Heidi Davies and Elizabeth DeBottis; Joseph;  
Molly Johnston; Maureen Mayo; Ashely Bleier and Bobby Mason; Carol 

 

Please let of know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for.  Also let us know if 

someone on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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St. John’s WINDOWS 
P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

  

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Linda Lindner  Warden   315-462-3457 

Marty Hart   Warden   315-462-6611 

Nancy Kellogg  Vestry   585-394-7343 

Anne Lewis   Vestry/Clerk   315-690-2390 

Bill Lindner   Vestry/Treasurer  315-462-3457 

Steve Lindner  Vestry   315-462-2581 

Marcia Locke  Vestry   315-462-9264 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 

November 
December  

2016 


