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The Newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church 

November – December 2017 
St. John’s Episcopal Church • 32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622 • Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

(315) 462-6611  •  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  •  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 
 
 

Dear friends, 

It’s hard to believe, but the holiday season of Thanksgiving and Christmas is upon us! 

The holidays can often be a hectic time, between shopping for gifts, decorating your 

home, cooking for relatives, and at the end of the day, paying all the bills. 

It can be a stressful time of year. I recently read a survey that NBC conducted in 2012, 

which found that the Christmas season brings so much stress and financial pressure, that 

45% of Americans said they would prefer not to celebrate Christmas at all. 

In light of the overabundance of stress, I would 

encourage you, as much as you are able, to spend 

some time caring for yourself this holiday 

season. Take a day off from the preparations 

when you can. Ask for help (a very hard thing to 

do). Start each day with a short prayer. Do 

something each day that re-centers you, to 

remind yourself that the focus of this whole 

season is Jesus, who is the Prince of Peace in a 

not-so-peaceful world. 

As always, remind yourself that you are loved. Only after you remind yourself of that 

should you resume putting up decorations or head out to the mall. 

 

All this comes in love,  

Andrew+  In this issue: 

Upcoming Events      – 3 

Christmas Celebrations – 5 

Recent Happenings – 8 

Vestry Highlights – 12 
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Upcoming Events 
 

St. John’s 7th Annual Coat Giveaway 
 

Saturday, November 11 
12:00 to 1:30 p.m. 

 

We are now collecting gently used coats, gloves, hats, 
and scarves for our annual giveaway.  You can drop 

clothes off in the bin on the porch, or call the church 
office to schedule a drop-off at (315) 462-6611.  We 

will be accepting items until November 5. 
 

During the giveaway, we will be serving a light lunch of 
soup, chili, and bread.  You can sign up at the back of the 
church to help or bring soup, or just come for lunch and 

fellowship! 

 
 

Church Cleanup (Inside and Out) 
 

Saturday, November 18 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

Twice a year, we give the property of St. John’s a 
good cleaning. This fall, we’ll do some yard work 
outside, and then we’ll also tidy up inside the 
church, especially in the kitchen and the back 
room in the basement. Come for as long as you 
can on the 18th for a good fall cleaning!  

 
 

Coffee House Office Hours 
Sweet Blessings Café – 16 W. Main St., Shortsville 
Tuesdays, 10 to 11 A.M. 
 

Andrew will continue to have office hours at Sweet Blessings in 
Shortsville every Tuesday morning. Feel free to stop in and chat!  
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An Official Welcome to Arsen Jamkotchian 
 

Sunday, November 26 at the 10 o’clock worship service 
 

Join us as we officially welcome Arsen Jamkotchian, our new pianist, organist, and 
choir director! We will have a few words during the service to celebrate the 
beginning of this relationship, and then we will gather after worship for cake and 
coffee! 
 
A bit about Arsen: Arsen Jamkotchian graduated 
from Chapman University with a Bachelor of Music 
in Piano Performance and Bachelor of Science in 
Computer Science in Spring of 2015. During his 
time at Chapman, he studied piano with Dr. Grace 
Fong, and competed extensively in California. He 
won numerous competitions, and he has also 
traveled to San Juan Capistrano, Italy, and Costa 
Rica for piano festivals. Near the end of his time at 
Chapman, Arsen chose to continue his studies at 
the Eastman School of Music, earning a Master’s 
Degree. Arsen is currently studying for his Doctor 
of Musical Arts at the Eastman School of Music. 
 
 

Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesdays, 7:00 – 8:00 P.M. 
 

Come for the music, stay for the fellowship! Our choir will 
gather together on Wednesday nights (except November 23) 
to practice the hymns for Sunday and spend some time in 
community. If you’ve thought about joining the choir but 
aren’t quite sure about it, come for a rehearsal.! 

 
Upcoming Vestry Meetings 
Wed, November 15 at 4:30 P.M. 
Wed, December 13 at 4:30 P.M. 
  

All are welcome to come and observe meetings. If you have an issue that you would 
like to bring before the vestry, please contact Martha Hart, Steve Lindner, or Andrew 
VanBuren. 
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Christmas at St. John’s 
The holidays are quickly approaching!  Here are some of the Christmas events 

and activities that St. John’s will be offering this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        hristmas Services 
 

Blue Christmas 
A Service of Remembrance and Hope 

Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 PM (Tentative) 
Clifton Springs United Methodist Church 

 

The holiday season is a time when we spend a lot of time 
with family and friends.  In the midst of the activity and 
relationships, we often notice those loved ones who are no 
longer with us, separated by death or by broken 
relationships. 
 

The Blue Christmas Service offers a quiet space, in the midst 
of the celebration and busy-ness, to remember and mourn 
the absence of loved ones in the holiday season. 
 

This ecumenical service will be led by the area clergy at the 
Clifton Springs United Methodist Church (1 East Main St). 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 24 

10:00 AM 
 

We will hold our regular Sunday Eucharist on the morning 
of December 24. 
 

Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 24 

7:00 PM 
 

Two services in one day! Come celebrate the birth of our 

Savior in a joyful service of music and light. 
 

Christmas Day 
No Service 

 

As in previous years, there will be no service on Christmas 

Day. Enjoy the time with family and friends. 

 
The Christmas Giving Tree 

 

Our Giving Tree will be displayed at 
church on Sunday, November 26.  You 
are invited to take a tag and shop for 
families in need.  Please bring gifts to 
church by Sunday, December 10.   
 

This practice is a part of fulfilling our 
Christian mission to help those in need, 
and a little effort goes a long way in 
helping children from our 
community to have a  
joyous Christmas. 
 

Please contact Rick Ross 

with any questions. 

Christmas Concert 
Sunday, December 10 
2:00 PM (Tentative) 

Spa Apartments Chapel 
 

Our very own Arsen Jamkotchian and 
Becca Galick will lead a Christmas 
concert, cohosted by St. John’s and the 
Spa Apartments.  Come to hear these 
remarkable musicians, to get in the 
Christmas spirit, and to sing along to 
some of your favorite carols!  This event 
is open to the public, and a free-will 
offering be collected for the ministries of 

St. John’s. 
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Christmas Flowers Order Form 
 

If you would like to order poinsettia flowers for the Christmas service at St. John’s, please fill 
out this form. You can return the form with payment either by dropping it in the collection 

plate at church, or by mailing it in to the church office. 
St. John’s Church 

P.O. Box 622 
Clifton Springs, NY  14432 

 

The recommended donation for flowers is $10-24. Please make checks payable to “St. John’s 
Church,” and write “Christmas flowers” on the memo line.  Order forms are due Sunday, 

December 3. 
 

I prefer my plants to be (mark one or more):  

____  red flowers 

____  pink flowers 

 
I would like to donate a plant...  
 

      in loving memory of ___________________________________________________________________________ 
     
      in thanksgiving for ___________________________________________________________________________ 
   
    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
From  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Cash Amount _____________     Check Amount and Number __________________ 

Festival of Lights 
Friday, December 1 
5:00 to 8:00 PM 

Downtown Clifton Springs 
 

Join us for the annual Clifton Springs 
festival!  We’ll be giving away salt 
potatoes again this year, and we can 
use some help! Please contact Rev. 
Andrew if you can help before or 

during the festival. 

Evening Prayer 
Wednesdays in Advent 

6:30 to 7:00 P.M. 
 

Join us for a brief service of Evening Prayer on 
Wednesday evenings in Advent (December 6, 13, 20).  
This quiet prayer offers a chance to center ourselves 
after the work day and look forward as we wait for 
the birth of Jesus. 
 

Following the service, we will have choir rehearsal 
from 7:00 to 8:00 PM. 
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Sunday School 
 

Sunday, November 19 – Joseph and the Coat of Many Colors 
Sunday, December 17 – The Christmas Story 
 

Sunday School is open to students between age 3 
and 5th grade.  The class meet on the third Sunday 
of each month (except for September), and we’ll be 
learning stories from the Old Testament. Please 
contact Anne Lewis at (315) 462-6611 with any 
questions.  

 

Kitchen Update 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new stove! Thanks to the hard work of the Kitchen Committee (led by Steve 
Lindner), we have purchased and installed a new stove and hood system, bringing our 
cooking appliances up to fire and safety code. The installation was done by Ben 
Wheat, a local contractor, under the guidance of St. John’s Kitchen Committee. 
 
Before you use the cooktop or oven, please go through training. Rick Ross will lead the 
training over the next several weeks during Coffee Hour 
 

For more information on the update, including cost and timeline, visit the church 
website at www.StJohnsEpiscopalCliftonSprings.com/kitchen-update. 

A stove-less kitchen! 

The new stove and hood 

http://www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com/kitchen-update
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Recent St. John’s 

Happenings 
 

Bishop Visit, Confirmations, Receptions, Oh My! 
 

On September 17, 2017, Bishop Prince Singh and his deacon Rev. Patti Blaine 
celebrated with us.  As part of the worship service, we officially welcomed into the 
Episcopal Church Leo W. Mastellar, Pat Mastellar, and Danielle Ocasio through the 
rite of Confirmation, and we welcomed Martha Hart and Steve Lindner through the 
rite of Reception. We are proud to have you as a part of this church community! 
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Chicken and Biscuit 
 

October 18, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
  

Chicken and Biscuit by the Numbers 
 

Chicken chopped: 168 pounds 
Chicken broth prepared: 19 gallons 
Pies and cakes baked: 58 
Dinners delivered/taken out: 330 
Dining room dinners served:  130 
Chicken left over: NONE 
Total estimated profit: $1,753 
Sleeping nights afterwards: None 
 
Final counts were provided by Bill and 
Linda Lindner, who worked hard to 
coordinate the luncheon. Thank you to 
everyone who helped! 

A band of troublemakers! 

Working out the game plan 

[No explanation needed] 
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St. John’s 2018 Intention Card 
 

Please return by Sunday, November 12, 2017 by mail 
or by placing in the offering plate. 

 

Sharing Treasure 
  

In thanksgiving for God’s gifts, I intend to give $____________ each week/month/year (please 
circle) in 2018 to support God’s work in our Church and in the world. This intention is based 
on current circumstances. If my intentions change, I will notify the treasurer or the rector.   
 

Name(s) _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number ___________________________________    Email ___________________________________________  

Signature(s) ______________________________________________________________   Date _____________________ 

       I give my permission for St. John’s to use photos of me and my dependents on church media, 
such as the church website, Facebook page, brochure, newsletter, and/or bulletin boards.   

Thank you for sharing whatever you are able to give. 
 

Sharing Time and Talent 
 

Sunday Worship Leaders – speaking parts 
____Chalice Bearer (reads second lesson, assists 

with Communion) 
____Lector (reads the first lesson) 
 
Sunday Worship Leaders – non-speaking 

parts 
____Acolyte (carries the cross, assists with 

service) 
____Altar Guild (set up/take down altar) 
____Choir (sing joyfully!) 
____Church School (teach or assist 
____Coffee Hour Host (after church) 
____Greeter (before church) 
____Usher (during service) 
 
Regular Opportunities other than Sundays 
____Assist the Treasurer   
____Bible Study  
____Food Cupboard Assistance (1-2x per week) 
____Prayer Chain (confidential prayers) 
____Second Seasons Consignment Boutique 

(make donations, volunteer to work) 
____Transporting those in need 

____Vestry 
____Visit the sick or homebound 
 
Seasonal/Occasional Help 
____Brass crew (polish church brass)  
____Building upkeep (small repairs, changing 

bulbs, straightening church pews, etc.)   
____Chicken and Biscuit Luncheon (March and 

October) 
____Christmas Giving Tree (buy gifts for needy) 
____Coat Drive (donate, work on day of 

giveaway) 
____Diocesan Convention Delegate 
____Finance Committee (1-2 meetings per year) 
____Gardens/Grounds Beautification (weeding, 

watering, fall and spring clean-up) 
____Highway Clean-up (spring and fall) 
____Office Help (copies, stapling, mailings, etc.) 
____Pancake Supper (Shrove Tuesday) 
____Party in a Bag (help put bags together) 
____Provide Meals (for freezer, sick, etc.) 
____Publicity (distribute posters, etc.) 
____Sunshine Committee (sends cards)



   11 

Now’s a great time to come to 

 

Second Seasons 
Consignment Boutique 

...a St. John's outreach ministry 
  

1 Coulter Road, Clifton Springs 
315-462-3293 

 

Open Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 

Sat. 10 a.m. to Noon 
Closed Sunday and Monday 

 
We are still accepting fall/winter merchandise 

All non-clothing items must be Christmas- or holiday-themed! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Prayer List 
Please keep in your prayers: 

Alexis; Ruth Adams; Amanda Locke, Robin Clifford and foster babies Vydia and Michael; Laura 

Caves; Christina; Mary Crowley; Donna DeVries; Jim French; Fred and Verna Gifford; John 

Griswold; Goodberlet family; Cat Hennessy; Connor Hicks; Genevieve Kulpa; Laura; Marie 

Sinclair; Valerie and Brian; Wendy; Terri; Betty Mussack; Jackie Preston; Bob Griswold; Duane 

Fisher; Charlie; Heidi Davies; Elizabeth DeBottis; Joseph; Ashley Bleier; Bobby Mason; Carol; Pat 

Saggese; Stephanie; Lisa; Steve Frederick; Lindy Smith; Natalie Lindner; Nicole Johnston; Bill 

Lindner; Mark Christensen; Ellie; Loretta Acquilano; Diana Hull; Diane Estep; Larry Rockwell; 

Bill Caruto; Cortney Surline; Bill Smith; Jamie Stoops 

 
Please let us know of family and friends whom you would like prayers for. Also let us know if someone 

on this list no longer needs prayers. 
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Here are some of the goings-on of the Vestry meetings in 
September and October: 
 We have been supporting the Phelps Community 
Center for various outreach efforts by making monetary 
gifts from our Outreach Fund 
 We continue to support Family Promise, a local 
organization that supports families who are temporarily 

homeless. Keep an eye out for fundraising events that 
Family Promise members will be hosting 
 We received grants from the Diocese of Rochester to support our Party-
in-a-Bag ministry and our Winter Coat Giveaway 
 The Building and Grounds crew is gatherings quotes for updating our fire 
alarm system and for a part in our furnace system that needs to be replaced 
 Both our income and our expenses are on budget through September 
 Gary Miles has become the master volunteerer – he offers everyone else 
to be the volunteers for every project! 

o Gary has also volunteered his time by helping out in the church 
office during the week and during the Clifton Springs Spooktacular 

 

 

Your Vestry 
Marty Hart (Warden) 
Steve Lindner (Warden) 
Ben Backus (Vestry) 
Anne Lewis (Vestry, Clerk) 

Bill Lindner (Vestry, Treasurer) 
Marcia Locke (Vestry) 
Gary Miles (Vestry) 
Rick Ross (Vestry) 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
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St. John’s WINDOWS 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Serving the communities 

of Clifton Springs, 

Manchester, Phelps 

and Shortsville since 1807 

church 

episcopal 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 

A welcoming and spiritual church community devoted to serving God and our neighbors 
 

32 East Main Street / P.O. Box 622  Clifton Springs, NY 14432 

Phone (315) 462-6611  www.stjohnsepiscopalcliftonsprings.com  stjohnscliftonsprings@gmail.com 
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